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 Course Description 

 
 

I hope everyone had a great summer.  Now it is time to get our heads back in the game! 
This course description is designed to provide details about the course and this class 
which will hopefully ensure that you have a successful year. 
  
Course Description: 
Grade 11 Social Studies is a course in which you will study U.S. History and 
Government beginning with colonial and constitutional foundations.  The course follows 
the nation’s political, social and economic development and the challenges it has faced 
throughout the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. This course is a requirement for 
graduation and is a Regents course.  The U.S. History and Government Regents exam 
will be held in June of 2018.  It is extremely important that you keep up with reading and 
written assignments throughout the year, that will make review for the Regents exam a 
much easier task.  In order to complete this course successfully and receive credit, you 
must pass both the course and the Regents exam. 
  
Classroom policies: 
I expect everyone to: 
  
1) Be responsible - be in class on time - before the bell rings, come prepared with the 
proper materials (book, pen, paper, notebook, etc….) and do your work. 
  
2) Behave in a respectful manner - say please, thank you, excuse me, etc… to your 
teachers and your peers. 
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3) Help create an environment conducive to learning - raise your hand to ask a question 
or participate in class, listen to what others have to say and respect the opinions of 
others even if they differ from your own. 
  
4) Be considerate and follow school rules – DO NOT USE your cell phones in class.  
  
5) Please use the restroom before or after class, during mid-morning break, during 
lunch or a study hall. 
 
6) Bring no food or drink (soda, ice tea, etc…) to class.  You may bring water. 
  
 Materials: 
The textbook used for this course is The Americans, it is an excellent source for U.S. 
History and Government.  I will also supply supplemental reading materials, mostly 
primary source documents, political cartoons, etc…  I expect that everyone will take 
good care of his/her book and return it at the end of the year in good condition.  Please 
bring your book to class everyday unless otherwise instructed.   You should also 
designate ONE large notebook (with a pocket or section for handouts) or a binder for 
this class and always be prepared with a writing utensil.  Your notes will be very helpful 
to you throughout the year and at the end of the year when you are preparing for the 
Regents exam. 
  
Homework: 
Homework will be assigned most nights a week, some weeks there maybe a little less, 
some weeks a little more.   Most of your homework assignments will be in the form of 
study guides, reading, and completing handouts. The amount of time allotted to 
complete the study guides will vary, depending on the length of the unit. You will have to 
manage your time accordingly to ensure the work is done by its due date. 
  
Attendance: 
Your attendance is required in every class.  However, if you miss class due to excused 
absences, make up work is your responsibility.  Please see me upon your return to 
school about making up missed work.   You will have 5 days to make up missed tests or 
quizzes due to excused absences. 
  
Due Dates: 
All work in this class is due on the date specified for the assignment.  Work that is 
turned in late will have points deducted – after 5 days I may not accept the work. 
  



 
Projects and Extra Credit: 
Projects and extra credit assignments are assigned once a quarter.  However you will only be 
eligible for extra credit if all your “regular credit” assignments are complete. 
  
 
Grading: 
My grading policy is very straightforward.  Each test, quiz or project will be worth a set 
amount of points.  Student participation will also be taken into account when factoring 
grades.  Homework and classwork assignments are each worth 10 points, unless 
otherwise noted.  At the end of a quarter, all assignment points are totaled, and then the 
total number of points you have earned for the quarter is divided into this total number 
for the quarter.  
  

Example: 
1  Test @ 100 points each  = 100 points Your score = 90/ 100 = 90% 
1  quiz @ 50 points each  = 50 points Your score = 40 /50 = 80% 
4 study guides @ 20 points each = 80 points Your score = 60/80 = 75% 
5 hw/cw assignments @ 10 points each = 50 points  Your score = 40/50= 80% 
Total # of points for the quarter  = 280 Your Total = 230  
Your score 230 divided by 280 = .82 or 82 % 
   
Extra Help: 
Extra help for this course will be offered after school.  If you feel as if you are falling 
behind, need to review material before a test, etc… stop by and talk to me I am sure we 
can work something out. 
  
I am looking forward to a great year with all of you.  I think you will find this course to be 
challenging and extremely interesting.  There is so much going on in the world and our 
country that affects all of our lives.  I know that you will all put forth your best effort to 
succeed in this class. 
  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
After reading the Social Studies 11 course overview, both student and parent/guardian sign 
below.  Please detach and return this signed portion by Monday September 11th at the 
beginning of class. 
  
 Student:  _______________________________________ 
  



Parent/Guardian:  _______________________________________ 
 
 
  


